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From the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic,
farmworkers have been considered “essential
workers,” yet their lives have largely been treated
as expendable. Transported on crowded diesel
school buses, working shoulder to shoulder
while harvesting, and crammed into housing
where social distancing is impossible, the men
and women who grow and harvest our food wake
up every morning to tremendous risk in order to
earn enough money to care for their own
families. 
 
Approximately 15,000-20,000 agricultural
workers live in Immokalee at the height of the
season (November-May). While the country
grapples with the reopening and economic
recovery, the need for social support in the form
of cash assistance to this vulnerable population
remains profound. Most individuals and families
in our community were excluded from federal
COVID-19 stimulus payments and similarly do
not qualify for other relief programs or social
safety nets. And perhaps most disturbing, most
are not offered paid time off or sick days -- even
if they test positive or fall ill with coronavirus.  As
a result, direct social support is critical, not only
to provide security to farmworkers and their
families, but also to contain the spread of
COVID-19 by making it economically possible for
workers to stay home from the fields and
recuperate.

MISSION
HIGHLIGHTS

Supporting our community



Alleviate the disproportionate impact of COVID-19 on Immokalee
households.
Incentivize testing and implementation of public health measures
including isolating/quarantining. 
Support recipient's ability to take recommended precautions to
limit COVID-19 transmission and to prioritize their health/recovery.
Rapid response, with a goal that individuals receive support & funds
within 5 - 10 days of assessment/referral.
Promote humanity and dignity of individuals throughout this
process.
Build relationships and trust within the community.
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HOW THE FUND OPERATES

GOALS OF THE FUND

All recipients must be Immokalee residents and provide proof of current
COVID-19 Infection documented by a positive test in the past 10 days.
Each adult who meets requirements is eligible for $800. 
A parent with minor children living with them is eligible for $1,000 .
The support thresholds were bench-marked to replace two weeks worth of
income.
Checks are addressed to recipient or someone the recipient designates who
is not infectious.

ELLIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
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COVID RELIEF
FUND

Fund Overview

CASH
ASSISTANCE
PROVIDED:
MONTHLY

BREAKDOWN
 

NEEDS-BASED ASSISTANCE PROVIDED:
MONTHLY BREAKDOWN

FUNDS RAISEDFUNDS UTILIZED

$612,400.00 $712,119.39

$73,848.93 $100,046.65

$686,243.93 $812,166.04

CASH ASSISTANCE

NEEDS-BASED ASSISTANCE

RELIEF FUND TOTAL

COVID RELIEF FUND

Funds utilized include funds that have been distributed, applications that
have been completed and are currently being processed and funds that
have been approved for disbursement but have not been distributed.
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(Needs based assistance program closed March, 2021)



Adult Individuals
58.2%

Parents with Minor Children
41.8%

CASH
ASSISTANCE

Fund Distribution

ASSISTANCE PROVIDED BY RECIPIENT STATUS

Adult Individuals: 388         Parents: 279         Children: 802

ASSISTANCE PROVIDED BY MONTH
MONTH PARENTSINDIVIDUALS AMOUNT

TOTALS: 279388 $612,400.00

December 1213 $24,800.00
January 6670 $135,200.00
February 6565 $125,400.00
March 5064 $101,200.00
April 3456 $77,800.00
May 4284 $109,200.00
June* 10*36* $38,800.00*

(June numbers represent June 1st -14th) 



The pandemic is far from over and the
Immokalee community is still in critical
need of support. Even as vaccines become
more widely accessible to the farmworker
community, workers face continued risk
and exposure. If we can’t help those who
fall ill cover the financial gaps of lost wages
there will be greater risk and suffering for
the farmworkers in our community and
their families. 
 
As a community, we are all connected.  We
are answering the call to help our
farmworker neighbors and their families.
We welcome and invite your continued
support.

SOCIAL SUPPORT
FUNDING

Looking forward


